Postcards Speak from the Past

In Rockmart’s early history traveling salesmen came to town by train and
found accommodations at either the Commercial Hotel or the Marble Street
Hotel. One salesman, identified as “W” on the postcards below, bought
postcards at the Rockmart Drug Company and mailed them to Miss Lucile
Drake, RR#1, Lebanon, Ohio. One postcard was postmarked “ROCKMART,
GA. Nov. 21, 1911”, while the other was postmarked one day later
“ROCKMART, Ga. Nov. 22, 1911”. Both were signed identically with the single
initial. Cost of the postcard to maintain this long-distanced courtship is
unknown; postage, however, was one cent per card.

FRONT — Postcard #1
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“A Busy Day at Rockmart, Ga.” A view of downtown Rockmart in 1911. This
photo is of Marble Street looking north from the center of town. The horses
and wagons to the left are standing where the Rockmart History Museum is
currently located. The two-story brick building on the right begins the
Marble Street block bordered by Cherry Street to the south and E. EIm Street
to the north.



BACK — Postcard #1
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The postcard reads, Lucile, this is Monday eve. Morris and | got 35
orders between us today. It was a nice day to work. But this territory is
pretty hard. Will have a new man to take out tomorrow.

Signed with the initial “W”



FRONT — Postcard #2

Bird's ye View of Last Rockmart, iz

“Bird’s Eye View.of East Rockmart, Ga.” The street on the left is Slate Street.
The building midway up the street on the right is the Church of Christ.
Depicted here in a reddish tone, the exterior is constructed of native slate
and is in reality a grayish tone. Slate Street deadends into East Elm Street a
densely populated residential street in 1911. The roof top of the Baptist
Church, slightly taller than the other structures, can be seen in the photo. On
the right, the building elavated above the others appearing to be suspended
in the tree line is Piedmont Institute.
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The postcard reads, “Lucile, this is Tues. eve. We got 35 orders again today
| took out a new man today and tonight he was so sick he went back to
Atlanta. It was chilly all day. | had about the roughest territory today |
have had since | been on the road.”

Signed with the initial “W”



The Rest of the Story: Research using Findagrave.com revealed that Lucile
Drake Davis (1886-1964) is buried in the Lebanon Cemetery in Lebanon,
Warren County, Ohio. Her husband Walter Leslie Davis {1883-1976) is buried
beside her. A copy of the newspaper notice published at the time of her
death, lists her survivors as husband, Walter, and two daughters Mrs. Hershel
White and Miss Eloise Davis. Lucile Drake Davis was a life-long resident of
Lebanon, Warren County, Ohio.

It seems that Rockmart’s early history played a small part in the developing
romance between Walter and Lucile. For at least a couple of days while
working “roughest territory” as a young salesman he stayed in touch with
Lucile by sending postcards from North Georgia. Per FamilySearch.com, in
the 1910 census Lucile was living with her parents and her marital status was
listed as single. The same source shows that Walter and Lucile had married
by 1917 when Walter registered for the draft. They were living at RR#2,
Lebanon, Ohio and his occupation was shown as self-employed — farmer.

As a single, long-distance suitor, Walter fanned the flames of romance with
Lucile by sending postcards from far flung locations including Rockmart,
Georgia. However, a change in marital status necessitated a change in
occupations as well. Trading lonely evenings in small towns for a stable
home life with Lucile, Walter spent the rest of his life farming in Ohio.
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